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FELLOWSHIP CALL
“INTERNATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAM IN SOIL GEOLOGY FOR NON-SPECIALIST ENGINEERS”

2ND ONLINE EDITION
From December 1 to 15, 2025
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Call for applications available at https://www.agcid.cl
Chilean International Cooperation Agency for Development (AGCID)
BACKGROUND
The Government of Chile, through its Chilean International Cooperation Agency for Development (AGCID), in conjunction with the Faculty of Physical Sciences and Mathematics at the University of Chile, committed to the 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals and its responsibility to cooperate so that no one is left behind on the path to development, has proposed to promote a partnership for implementing the “International Training Program in Soil Geology for Non-Specialist Engineers.”
Based on the results of recent technical assistance provided by AGCID to countries in Central America, it has been identified that geology is one of the priority areas in which Chile has recognized strengths and capabilities. For this reason, this call for scholarships consists of a short international online course designed to provide engineers who are not specialists in geology with the knowledge and skills necessary to identify, analyse, and apply fundamental geological concepts in engineering projects, improving their ability to assess ground conditions, construction materials, and the influence of geological processes on the safety and viability of infrastructure.
GENERAL INFORMATION
I. OBJECTIVE OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURSE 
Provide engineers who are not specialists in geology with the knowledge and skills necessary to identify, analyse, and apply fundamental geological concepts in engineering projects, improving their ability to evaluate ground conditions, construction materials, and the influence of geological processes on the safety and viability of infrastructure.
II. EXPECTED OUTCOMES
Course attendees are expected to improve their knowledge and skills in:

1. Understanding the fundamental principles of geology and how they influence soil formation and behaviour in engineering projects.

2. Identifying and classifying minerals and rocks based on their physical and petrographic properties, using basic field and laboratory recognition techniques.

3. Recognizing the main geological processes that affect soil stability, such as plate tectonics, weathering, and structural deformations (faults and folds).

4. Evaluating the mechanical properties of soils, such as their strength, permeability, and compactness, and applying this knowledge to infrastructure projects and soil studies.

5. Apply geotechnical techniques for soil exploration and analysis, interpreting the results in the context of engineering requirements.

6. Decipher geological and geotechnical studies to assess the suitability of a site for construction, considering risk factors such as landslides, subsidence, and other geological hazards.

7. Make informed decisions in infrastructure projects.

8. Collaborate effectively with specialized geologists.
III. IMPLEMENTING INSTITUTION
The Faculty of Physical Sciences and Mathematics of the University of Chile will be responsible for developing and delivering the training program. Its mission is to generate, develop, integrate, and communicate knowledge in basic sciences, engineering, earth science, economics, and management. This mission is fulfilled through teaching, research, and outreach activities at the highest levels of complexity and international excellence.
IV. INTERNATIONAL COURSE DURATION
The course will be held online between December 1 and 15, 2025. It will last two weeks, with a total of 30 hours divided between lectures, workshops, and synchronous group activities (lessons Monday through Friday, five sessions per week, three hours per session).

This course is 100% online (via streaming) and will be conducted through the Zoom platform for live transmission of each of the classes by the teachers/experts. The U-Cursos Teaching Support Platform will also be used.
V. LANGUAGE

The course will be conducted entirely in Spanish.
VI. BENEFITS OF THE FELLOWSHIP
The program will finance:

· Academic program enrolment and tuition fees.
· Certificate of completion
VII. GUEST COUNTRIES AND/OR ORGANISATIONS
The governments of the following countries will be invited to nominate applicants for the international course: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the Dominican Republic, Uruguay, and the following CARICOM member nations: Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago.

VIII. TOTAL NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS

The total number of participants from the guest countries will not exceed 30,
 in total, and there are no pre-established quotas per country.

IX. APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

The international course is mainly aimed at people who meet the following requirements:

· Be a citizen of a guest country and reside in one of them. If you are temporarily in a country other than your country of citizenship, you must apply to the AGCID focal point in the country of your citizenship.
· Be nominated by your government in accordance with the procedures specified in paragraph IX.
· Hold a university degree related to engineering or earth science.
· Have work experience in the public or private sector in the fields of earth science, geological hazards assessment, engineering, or disaster risk reduction, among others.
· Professionals working in relevant institutions in the fields of geology and/or earth science
· Have internet access at least 12 hours per week for online lessons.

Important note:

Selection will prioritize candidates who are working on projects related to their country’s national development or who have been involved in AGCID technical assistance projects.
X. APPLICATION PROCESS

For formal approval, candidates must submit their application via email to the AGCID focal point in their country of origin (Annex IV), with all the requested information in digital format (complete copy of their application, including signatures and respective stamps). The documents to be submitted are as follows:

a) Application Form (Annex I) duly signed by the participant and their supervisor;

b) Action plan proposal (Annex II);
c) Letter of commitment (Annex III);

d) Professional degree certificate;

e) Applicants who are not Spanish speakers must submit proof of language proficiency, such as certification through an international exam; a copy of their university degree, if they have completed undergraduate or graduate studies in a Spanish-speaking country; or a letter of confirmation from the Chilean Embassy in their country.

Those interested should submit their applications to the respective AGCID focal point in each country (see list in Annex IV) to formalize their application. Applications received without formalization by the AGCID focal point will not be considered at the time of selection.

Each focal point will determine the deadline for the submission of applications; therefore, it is the responsibility of each applicant to consult directly with the AGCID focal point in their country (Annex IV) regarding the respective deadline for applications. These may vary from country to country.

This call for applications will have the following stages and reference dates for application:

	Stage
	Dates

	Closing of the call for applications (for applicants, upon confirmation by the AGCID focal point)
	October 29, 2025

	Pre-selection of candidates and submission of applications to the AGCID scholarship platform (for focal points)
	November 7, 2025

	Selection Committee
	November 10-14, 2025

	Publication of results and notification to selected candidates
	November 17, 2025


The deadline for receiving applications by the AGCID is November 7, 2025, and it may be closed earlier by the AGCID focal point in each country. This must be confirmed in the applicant’s country of origin, in accordance with the contact information in Annex IV.

PLEASE NOTE:

· Incomplete, illegible, or late applications will not be considered.

· Only applications sent officially by the focal point will be evaluated. Applications sent directly by the applicant will not be considered.

· It is the responsibility of applicants to carefully read the call for applications with all its requirements, application procedures, and all attached documents, as well as to submit their application in compliance with the professional requirements specified in each offer.

The information provided in the application form and its respective annexes is considered a sworn statement; therefore, in the event of falsification, alteration, concealment, or presentation of inaccurate information for the purpose of obtaining the fellowship, the applicant will be subject to the respective administrative, civil, and criminal penalties in accordance with the regulations of their country of origin. Likewise, the applicant will be disqualified from applying for future scholarships indefinitely. This must be reported by the committee formed for the implementation of the scholarship.

XI. SELECTION

The selection will be made by a technical committee formed by AGCID and the University of Chile. This committee should evaluate the relevance of incorporating other experts in geology and earth science.
The selection results will be published on November 17, 2025, on the AGCID website, available at www.agcid.gob.cl, for the information of all interested parties.

The course organizers will contact each selected candidate by email, using the contact information provided in the Application Form, to notify them and coordinate the arrangements for their participation.

NOTE: Only those selected will be notified by email. Once they have confirmed their acceptance of the fellowship, they will be sent a guide with the corresponding instructions and procedures to follow.
The final decision on who will receive the fellowship is the sole responsibility of the Selection Committee, and its decision is final.

XII. ATTENDEE DUTIES
· Applicants are responsible for providing current contact information (Annex I: Application Form) and for periodically checking their email accounts for requests and official notices from the coordinating team, in accordance with the dates described in paragraph XI.

· Attendees will strictly adhere to the international course program. Requests for changes or alterations to the initially established course program will not be accepted.

· Respect the instructions given by instructors and ensure good relations among course participants.

· The international course will be delivered exclusively online for this edition. The minimum attendance requirement is 90% for completion.
· Complete all necessary procedures for participation in the course, including obtaining authorization from your supervisor.

· Interruption of participation in the international course will only be authorized in duly qualified cases that prevent the participant from continuing the training.
CONTACT INFORMATION

University of Chile, Graduate and Continuing Education School, Faculty of Physical Sciences and Mathematics
Beauchef 851, Santiago, Chile

Email: feorellana@uchile.cl
Chilean International Cooperation Agency for Development (AGCID) 

Teatinos 180, Piso 8, Santiago, Chile

Phone no.: (+56 2) 2827 5700

E-mail: agencia@agcid.gob.cl
� No items other than those listed above will be financed. Personal expenses must be covered by each participant. 


� This academic program requires a minimum number of attendees to be offered and, due to force majeure, may experience changes in its programming, teaching staff, and/or delivery method. Any changes will be reported by the project coordinators. 
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